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. | THE. 


SW earing-Maſter : 


OR, A 


CONFERENCE 


Between two - 


 Country-F ellows. 


Concerning the 


: T IMES 


\ Ome Wit unſtring, and pay your SR. for Iain onfideri 
Ned. | thou waſt fuddſ laſt night, thou look'ſt: ſo thin. and 


ſmall-beeriſh this morning. +, 

_ Wil FT pore 2, 1 would that wert the worſt en'tNed, for then d 

Nap wvight do ones buſmeſs, and ſet a body to rights again; But 1 tell thee 
: wy Heads broke, tay Brains are ſplit, I am diſtraed, and my ſenſes .urt 

af turn d wrong fide outwards; and all this with the eredelfet: [mbge and 
RefleSion of yeſternights talk. INDERG 
., Ned. What, I warrant you drank Brandy laſt night, with the ro 
Gentlemen that lighted at Beſc's juſt as I'went-away. 

Wil. That's a nothing 3 But the talk, the'talk that. Ihad with them 
wes. cngugh to haye made all the wiſe men of- Greece ark. mad. T did but 
only dream 0 7” the night, (which you know 1 could not belp) and' me+ «1 
herbs the had like to have taken me napping, _ _ me _ p 


aws 

Nd. Priche, honeſt Wil: — could that he ? Ti 

Wil. Hold « blow there Mr.\£dward ;; for, to tel ya rhe wrath, thet _ 
Hemen have a: me to ſeerey, was I wield hav you ke 1 forrs to/for- 
ſiycar my ſe ſelf... lh 0 
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ed. Piſb, man, art thou no forwarder in the knowledge of this pre- 
ſeat world, than to talk of forſwearing thy (elf ? That's no (inſure; or 
. atleaſt, every book un bi, It is. TR . bu: ehet, 3f 

Wil. By my trath thoutglk ft ſo liks ane of their Diſciples, that, if thou 
wilt (\ Near foes me afain, oy Com Ye all hes onto 5 forin 
good earneit it lies ſo heavy npon wy ſtomach, that 1 would give all the world 
to be eas d ont. © 


Hh nr T fwear then (look this way )'by all that's' contain'd in the 
rou 


world, and twenty thouſand miles beyond it, That T'le be as (&- 

creat as a deed of darkneſs; except ſhould chance to light of fome body 

that will ſwear ſecrecy to me again, and to ſuch a one you know I may 
tell it, ler it bewhat it will under T REASON. , 

Wil. Very good; T ſee how it will be ; The Gentlemen they have told me 


ſomething under and Oath of ſecrecy 3 I- ball tell it thee. upon the ſame 2 


terms ; thou ſhalt tell it a third; thet third ſhall tell # to three thouſand, 
_ ſo on 10 the end ofthe Chapter, till every body know 3t, through every bo- 
zes Perjury. P 
Ned. lag, alaſs ! Wil. if Perjury be a fin, how many men do you 
and I know, (and ſome of very good faſhion too) that will (moak for't 
in she. Devils Kitchin, But prithee be ſudden, and tel! me what is-this 
mighry ſecret ? | | - 

* Wil, Why Te tell thee then , That Fellow which thou ſaw ſt there in the 
Vetwet-Cap, that took'd ſo like my Landlord, is 2 Swearing-Maſter, and 
that othey tall lean Janizary with the Whiskers that was with him, is his 
— and they are come dawn inito our Conntry here th ſet np a Swearing- 
School. | | 
Ned. A Swearing-School (aiſt thou ? And what doſt thou think Juſtice 
Bruſonm (Gol bleſs bis Worſhip) will fay to that? ha ? . 

. Wal. Away you Fool, thon.deft not and right. All the Scholars at 
their admiſſion muſt (wear ſecrecy, and then there's no denger. But if any 
key Fellow (Vikas theo or mee): ſhould chance to diſcoper «ll the Maſter has 
z. beyond: ſea-Davent to fhew fort, from-—— let me ſee- Sancha 
Pancha 1 rthinkthey coll the plere; and he has a Friend of a certain DoQtor 
here in England, Dr. Caſe Frbink his Name is, and a whole Grand-Jury 
of a mattet of nineteen good men and true beſides. © opal 
. Ned, - Hang 'eni; they'l done good ont here in the Country 'they 
were better een go' back again to ' Loxdox, and there they may, fairly 
out'Printed-bills.of their 'Myſtery © But what do ſuch clumfie Bum- 
'.Fellaws az ehou-areiLcare for ſwearing, A—_—— at the Ale- 
hou(s, -or 42 the Sizes? and rhen we one the help'of a 
Wil. ok ts London, ſeift thou ? That will never do, for 4 


xn do it with 


% 


trick that T heard them telfing 9tfternig ht, 1H the next P=—. © 
| A _ was that 2 0h | _ c 
-. "_ op. uf} how, Het as the trivefÞrting of Triſh-Carrel 
ſpoil d the Trade of England, and was voted « Neale ſo +. Iraxſporting 
of 
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before they'l take any of ours. England, Eng 


-: . 
of Iriſh-Witneſſes has beem the very ruin and breaking of « ore 4 any Eng 
liſb Oath-breakers, who (poop Rogues) can RD —_— and vm 
Jeers end, the Bogg-trotters de ſo nnder-ſel them ; But they ſaid, they 


' - 


hop'd that the next P—— would prefer a BijB a94in 
#het not loxg ſince did ageintt their prof $A 4geinft —_ 2 _ 
Ned. Bur prithee what would this Sweerir Maſter be at 2 When a 
Scholar has ſpent a great deal of Money and Painsin learning to Swear 
and Forſweer, how (hall he do, Iſay, (when he comes to underſtand his , 
Trade perfe&ly) to ſet up for himſelf, and geta Livelihood by it? - 
Wil. Why tothet he anſwers thas, and methinks very wodeitly, That, to 
fay the Truth, indeed the Trade is not ſo good as it was when it came feſt up, 
by « great matter in the week; but that it is flill ſuch, that a good Husband 
way make an honeſt ſhift to live on#'t. ÞÞ” "+ 18 
' Ned. Ay, but] have heard that thereare a great many of thoſe poor 
Iriſh, and ſome of the Engliſh too, of that Profeſſion, that have made 
(aid complaints of Poverty , that have been readier-to Curſe than 
Sweer, and with'd with all their hearts they had been bound to ſome 
Other Trades. ET.I8 . - | 
Wil. P:fh / Doft not thou hear a of Trades-mem crying out conti- 
nually of bad Times and dead Trading ? That's all but a meer face and 
juggle to diſcourage other nndertekers "Bu if there were nothing ts be got 
byEvidencing, why ſhould there'be' ſo muth projeifing\ and endeavonring to 
t into the implayment 9 Nets PF'le tell ther, (for a matter of three or four 
ond red good ſubitantial What-d'ge-larks that have ſhut up Shop within 
theſe three years) I can remember but one of theſe Fellows that has miſearried, 
(and they ſay 'twas bir own fault 100,?) and that was one Fitz what-d'ye- 
call him 3 nd he, poor Rogke, was hiff d off the Stage 1 Fnow not bow, 'uupi- 
tied, and forſaken by every body alrue, but his wp end] n Keech..! '/- 
Ned. Yes, I can tell thee of another; and that was our Country-man, 


that went to ſet up at Bruſſels - I have forgot his Name 3 but I remem- 


ber people ſajd he was Nephew to the Quaker that went to Rome to cone 
vert the Pope. oy |  M- wilt hy 
"Wil Why prithee what of him ? 
Ned. He went to the Governour of the Sp 


| muſt know, with his mouth-full of a fine ſtory of a Plot, a Deſign, an 


Intrigue, a Conſult,and God knows what, of ſubverting the Government 3 
but the Iffue of his brain was ſo tender and delicate, that all the Plotters 
and Conter-plotters in England could never have keptit alive in that Air. 
Ill luck he had to be found outinit 3 and ſo was broken (as they (ay) 
upon the Wheel of Fortune. | = 

Wil. I merry Sir, this comes of gadding abroad; had be ftaid, end made 
the beſt uſe of bis Talent at home, he might (" for ought 1 know ) have been 
alive, and live-like at this day. But, poor ſhallow-brain'd Raſcal, he never 
remember'd that «ll Plants do a in all Conmtries; And that, though 
they ſend ws now and then « Croſe-biter ound Sea, yet they | be hang d 
3s the only dear place for . 

| propagating 
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agating of [ tes, and Shams, and Plots, and Cheats 5 The Infidels of the 
tre van > wa they laugh ſmoothly at our Fears, and can' make 
x uy th ſport enough to ſee us ers damn'd for having too much 
ah; Þ 
Ned. But prithee Wil. tell nie now, what wou'dſt thou have a body 
do? Suppoſe now'that Lazarello of Tormes and the Knight of the Ora- 
cle ſbould take their Corpulent: Oaths before Mr. Pruſbuwe, That ſeven 
Pilgrims in Buckram, with every one a brown Bill in his Pocket, knock'd 
thee '(orſay me) Ith' head yeſter. evening, about fix a clock, (or ſay 
berween fix and ſeven, to be ſure,) ſhould either thou ot I (think'ſt thou) 
be ſuch wicked profligate Unbelievers, as to give no Credit tothe Frj- 
dence, eſpecially .(ince in ſuch Caſts (as Gafter Jhisker the Conſtable tells 
us) they (wear for the King? For my part I know what I think, . and ] 
know what | ſhould think : But yet ( you may imagine if you pleaſe) 
there arethoſe in Englend, that would believe ( juſt as they dothe Go- 
ſpel ) that what was {worn muſt needs. be truth 5 That they were really 
(according to the Depoſition or Narrative) kjll'd at ſuch or ſuch a-tithe 
and that now, forall their walking, and talking, and drinking, and 
thinking, they are but meer Ghoſts and SpeQres, God bleſs us! 

'  WiL . Well, nowT le tell thee in ſuch a caſe what I. would do T would turs 
wy backexatly. tothe Evidence, | and looking 'exe full in the faces over my 
left foonlder, I would-tell 'exs they. ty'd in. their throats ;, that they, were 
Pimps, and Rogues,aud had been brought wh at the Swearing-School, though 
they.were the beiÞ Tormes's and Oracles in the Nation. . ES 
Ned. Why at this. rate, though every body be free to. ſwear, you 
wou'd: have every. body. free. to believe. as-they pleas'd, would: you 
not.? .«:;- * 07 Yay 0 | 4 F 

Wil.. Ay that: I woxi'd in ſober ſatineſs ; for in wy mind. 'tis as. plain as 
the Noſe upon a mans Face, that (wearing Knaves make believing Fools, 
and that believing Fools make (wearing Knaves 3 and God knows when we 
ſhall bawe-an end of this Circle... \* | Ke 52g 


JS 


Ned. Now, Wil. methinks thou haſt ſpoken -gravely, and like a 
Phyloſopher, and if we had a Pen and Ink here, I would ſubſcribe what 
thou haſt: ſaid\; and. there's an end, : 
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